
The Nuts and Bolts 

of Faithful 

Advocacy



ADVOCACY BASIS

 The parable of the Good Samaritan

 ELCA believes that, through baptism, God is 

calling us into the world to serve together.

 Views governments as helpful ways God is 

active in our world and that is energized by 

lively engagement in our faith and public 

life.

 Shaped by the ELCA’s social teaching 

documents

 Advocate to end world hunger and stand up 

for policies that create opportunities to 

overcome poverty, promote peace and 

dignity, preserve God’s creation and 

promote racial justice.



About  Advocacy 

 Advocacy – building relationships with Federal, State and 

local governmental entities and with secular entities

 Educating Legislators  about issues

 Mobilizing around a cause

 Researching to find the real stories in our communities

 Educating the public on the legislative process, issues, 

and voting

 Engaging in efforts to guarantee the right to vote to all 

citizens

 Finding and implementing concrete solutions



Advocacy 

Team Focus

Civic Engagement

Domestic Policy

Domestic Policy:  Housing

Migration Policy

Corporate Social Responsibility

International Policy

Environmental Policy



Climate Change: It’s Complicated
 Indicators of Climate Change



Climate Change 

Advocacy

 Educate: Must become climate literate

 Relate climate to faith

 Communicate in language that resonates with 

community

 Deliberate/intentional about inclusivity:  

Ethnicity, Generational, Gender, Geographical, 

Interfaith, Background/experiences, 

Corporate/NGO

 Advocate for policies to address mitigation, 

adaption and resilience



Source: https://ccap.org/what-does-climate-resilience-look-like/

https://ccap.org/what-does-climate-resilience-look-like/


Resilience Protects 

People, Nature, and 

Communities 

Source: IPCC

Solutions |  Resilience



Vital Support:  The Marginalized and Vulnerable 

 Because the marginalized and vulnerable are most 

affected by environmental degradation, our failure to 

protect this population  ultimately mirrors and deepens 

existing racial, gender and economic inequalities. Caring 

for all humanity and the environment means respecting 

environmental limits while pursuing economic growth that 

provides sufficient and sustainable lifestyles for all 

people. 



Inputs For ELCA’s Sustainability Table

Provide guidance and insights 

to ensure ELCA leads on 

creation care with social 

science data, polling, 

discussion and policy adoption

Engage the ELCA and 

beyond with accurate  

information and 

motivating, faith-based 

messaging

Secure and dedicate 

funding for creation 

care as a priority of 

the ELCA

Build capacity and 

skills for individual, 

congregational and 

institutional action

E.g.: Reduce energy use, 

move toward clean energy 

sources, plant, reduce 

plastics, prepare for 

climate impacts, and 

respond to current needs.

Advocate for and 

empower political action 

on ELCA’s environmental 

positions

INPUTS WORKING 

TOGETHER

ADVOCACY

CAPACITY 
BUILDING

MOBILIZE & 
MESSAGE

ACTIONS

FUNDING

STRATEGY & 
INSIGHTS



Just Transition Factors:  Shift to a carbon neutral society with no stranded 
communities or employees.

Climate Action:  Brings together law, policy, advocacy, social issues, science into 
the space of climate change, environment, energy , and environmental justice.

It is about people, communities, fauna, flora > just jobs ---Life and future 
generations

More than energy policy 

Climate Justice justice frames the environmental crisis as an economic, racial and 
political issue, rather than one that is purely environment. 

https://climateaccess.org/sites/default/files/Climate%20Justice%20Narrative_Communications%20Hub%20%281%29.pdf


Faithful advocacy in Daily life

 ELCA social teaching resources

 Resources for advocacy efforts 
at ELCA.org/resources/advocacy

 ELCA homepage: https://elca.org/Our-Work/Publicly-Engaged-
Church/Advocacy

 Join thousands of ELCA members — sign up for the ELCA e-
Advocacy Network now.

 Advocacy News and Updates

 Facebook.com/ELCAAdvocacy

 @ELCAadvocacy #ELCAadvocacy

 Contact us: washingtonoffice@elca.org

https://www.elca.org/Resources/Faith-and-Society
https://elca.org/resources/advocacy
https://elca.org/Our-Work/Publicly-Engaged-Church/Advocacy
https://support.elca.org/site/Survey?ACTION_REQUIRED=URI_ACTION_USER_REQUESTS&SURVEY_ID=1621&_ga=2.13461815.1680708701.1606883581-1729706503.1600886755
https://support.elca.org/site/PageNavigator/elca_action_center.html?_ga=2.211060117.1680708701.1606883581-1729706503.1600886755
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