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Strong commitment to addressing 

climate change
 The Resolution on Refugees, Internally Displaced 

Persons and Forced Migration recognized the effects of 

climate change as one of the migration drivers.

 The Resolution on Climate Change that calls upon the 

global communion to strengthen its efforts even more for 

climate justice, and reaffirms the 2014 public statement 

calling for the LWF to be carbon neutral by 2050.

 The resolution on Sustainable Development Goals call to 

develop concrete programs, to work on achieving the SDGs 

in their respective countries, and – engage governments and 

national or local organizations for implementation of SDGs

 The resolution on Commercialization and 

Commodification of creation acknowledge that climate 

change and biodiversity loss threatens the delicate balance of 

the Earth system.



Strategic Direction

• Developed in 2018 as a result of the 

Namibia's assembly resolution that calls 

for strong involvement in Climate Justice.

Inspire and engage member churches for 
climate justice education and action

Contribute directly to climate mitigation and 
adaptation among the most vulnerable

Strengthen advocacy for adequate climate 
action at all levels.



Local to global to Local 

New ways of working and partnership to respond effectively 

to the needs of the most vulnerable people

International 

Engagement

National/ regional 

action and 

advocacy

Local 

programming 

and action



Amplifying the voices from CO, MC, CP for climate justice action

Accompanying MC and young people to lead climate advocacy 
processes

Strengthening Capacity for climate justice action

Connecting local experiences and best practices to regional 
and global level

Engaging with ecumenical and interfaith actors for climate justice 
action
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SDG 13 – Climate Action is central to Sustainable Development Goals

"First, greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere are at the highest 

levels in 3-5 million years.

Second, the World Meteorological Organization reports that our planet will 

record the five warmest years on record from 2015-2019… heat waves in 

Europe, South Asia and elsewhere for yet more evidence of that.

Third, sea levels are not only rising – they are rising at an accelerated 

pace. Indeed, some scientists are already predicting that sea level rise 

could double from what is currently projected by the end of this century," 

2019, UN Secretary-General



Where we are 

regarding SDG 13?

2019, HLPF

Source: The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2019



And in 2020, 

Report before 

COVID-19 Impact  

Source: The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2020



ROLE OF 

FAITH-

BASED 

ACTORS

Unique selling point of FBO: provision of a moral compass and 
climate justice narrative in climate policy

Churches have contributed to mobilization for ambition and action 
in some countries, however little impact of churches in climate 
policies and gap capacity

Some churches have committed not to invest in fossil fuels and 
commit to their own process of de-cabornization.

Churches could be real climate champions in terms of own action, 
moral voice and as a dialogue facilitator

Churches have a strategic role to play in Christian blocker 
countries like US, Australia, Brazil, Korea, Russia 



What Faith communities are doing?

“Leaving no one behind”

Diploma on Climate Justice - 2018
Partnership: Lutheran Synod, 

Lutheran University in El Salvador, 

LWF.



Climate Justice Advocacy and 

campaigns at a community level.

Climate Justice 

Advocacy and 

campaigns at a 

global level.



Organizing side events during 

global fora. HLPF.

“Leaving no one behind”



What Faith communities are doing?

“Leaving no one behind”

Promoting dialogue between 

different stakeholders.

El Salvador 2017.



Change will not come from governments alone –

Pioneering multi-stakeholder alliances are needed as 

game changers Churches have a responsibility to go 

zero-carbon and to innovate and enhance multi-

stakeholder cooperation at all levels

https://www.lutheranworld.org/sites/default/files/2020/docu

ments/2020_dtmj_national_climate_debate_en.pdf

https://www.lutheranworld.org/sites/default/files/2020/documents/2020_dtmj_national_climate_debate_en.pdf



